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Synopsis

Marc Abrahams collects the odd, the imaginative, and the brilliantly improbable from around the
world. Here he investigates research on the ins and outs of the very improbable evolutionary
innovation that is the human body (brain included). This Is Improbable Too explores the odd
questions that researchers are asking, such as: What'’s the best way to get a monkey to floss
regularly? How much dandruff do soldiers in Pakistan’s army have? If you add an extra henchman
to your bank-robbing gang, how much more money will you earn? Why is it so impossible to
estimate the number of stupid people in circulation? How many dimples will be found on the cheeks
of 28,282 Greek children? Who is the Einstein of pork carcasses? This Is Improbable Too also
investigates unlikely medical cases, including a boy with an "Eiffel head injury" (involving a toy
tower), and even more unlikely inventions, such as a patented system for attacking your enemy with

a bio-waste bomb.
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Customer Reviews

"In This Is Improbable, Marc Abrahams made addictive, laugh-out-loud, literary art from the world’s
oddest and most unlikely research projects. As the "Improbable Research" columnist for the
Guardian and founder of the Ig Nobel Prizes, Abrahams has amassed a fresh collection of screwball
scientific and technological oddities serious enough to pique the intellectual curiosity of the average
Joe. In This Is Improbable Too, he introduces readers to the engineer who used mathematical

calculations to pinpoint the antichrist (he claims it's Mikhail Gorbachev, by odds of



710,609,175,188,282,000 to 1) and an Italian economist whose theory of human stupidity
("ignorance is bliss") was confirmed by Cornell scientists.Abrahams also discovers evidence that
crime doesn’t pay ("an industrious robber can expect, statistically, to work steadily at his trade for
only about a year and a half before being caught and canned"), that "nasal packing" with cured salt
pork can stop nosebleeds, and that Botox reduces armpit odor. His final research stops include the
old question of breast versus buttocks preferences for men in "Islands of Interest" and the role
beans play in flatulence in "Overblown Beans."The examples Abrahams highlights are so
bodaciously "out there" and salacious that they seem to defy reality, escalating the reader’'s random
chuckles into gut-wrenching guffaws. Like Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader or an episode of
Jeopardy, This Is Improbable Too delivers science as it might be most easily ingested--in small
doses, one chapter of disbelieving hilarity at a time. --Nancy Powell, freelance writer and technical
consultantDiscover: A collection of the world’s oddest scientific and technological accomplishments
by the world’s foremost expert on improbable research.” - Shelf Awareness for Readers"This book,
packed with wordplay, will appeal to lovers of puns, curious anecdotes, and those who like their
social and scientific research leavened with humor." Cate Hirschbel, Iwasaki Library, Emerson
College, Library Journal"A detailed map of the most arcane byways down which members of the
scientific community have travelled." - Independent on Sunday "Abrahams is doing vital work
here&#133; From this deeply improbable book, you will learn that male chess players take more risk
in their play when they are playing attractive female opponents, and that British bank robbers
donA¢a -4,¢t make as much money as you might think."&#151; Daily MailPraise for Marc
AbrahamsAg¢a -4a,¢ This Is Improbable:&#147;Science nerds and comedy junkies unite! Your book
has arrived.A¢a -As &#151;ReaderA¢a -a,¢s Digest&#147;Hilarious... You'll never look at
scientists in the same way again.A¢a —A« &#151;Terry Jones, Monty Python"Marc Abrahams is a
perfectly calibrated filtration system into which all of science is poured and out of which comes pure,
giddy goofball delight... A delicious, addictive treat." &#151;Mary Roach, author of Gulp and
Stiff"Delightful... A pleasure to read in the bathroom and in the bedroom, and the kind of book that
makes you seem smarter when you share it with your friends (just make sure you wash your hands
first)." &#151;Dan Ariely, author of Predictably Irrational"Human beings are weird, the world is weird,
and human beings&#151;just can’t stop '’em&#151;like to research the world. The result is a
triple-rainbow of weirdness, all compiled with wit and aplomb by Marc Abrahams, the world’s leading
impresario of strange-ass science." &#151;Amanda Palmer"Rationalism taken to intoxicating

extremes." &#151;Guardian



Marc Abrahams writes the "Improbable Research" column for the Guardian and is the author of This
Is Improbable. He is an editor of the science humor magazine Annals of Improbable Research and a
founder of the Ig Nobel Prizes, which are presented annually at Harvard. A monthly guest on NPR’s
nationally syndicated Science Friday, Abrahams and the Igs have been covered by The New York

Times, The Washington Post, USA Today, Scientific American, and numerous other outlets. He and

his wife, Robin, a columnist for The Boston Globe, live in Cambridge, MA.

Wonderful compilation of science humor from the Annals of Improbable research (sort-of) successor
to the Journal of Irreproducible Results,.Since I'm a long-term subscriber, I've read them before, but

still it’s fun to have them collected.

sure it did fulfill all requirements. As a consequence | ordered this first volume..Sincerely Hans

fast service, fair price.

great reading!

WTF research rides again in this second installment on improbable science. Because this book is
so similar in style, etc., as the prior one, my review of AfA¢A a4 -A A“This is

ImprobableAfA¢A & -A A., applies to this one as well. So, | have included it below, with
appropriate adjustments in square brackets.AfA¢A & -A A“To think that serious research was
done (and most likely continues to be done) on the topics outlined in this book just boggles the
mind. Fortunately, the author has such a way with words that reading about these works is an
absolute pleasure, which would not likely be the case if one were to read the original papers. On
average, each work of research is described in just one to two pages. These are grouped into [in
this case ten] chapters, each of which has its own particular topical slant [but most of which, in this
case, focus on various parts of the human body]. Once again, this bookAfA¢A & -A &,¢s most
important feature, in my view, is the authorAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s continuous tongue-in-cheek and often
absolutely hilarious summaries of the research. His careful choice of words to suit each topic is
absolutely priceless. Despite the fact that | found some of the research summaries to be rather
uninteresting, in many of the other cases | laughed to the point of having tears in my eyes. And
itAfA¢A a -A a,¢s mainly for these many prize winners that | gave this book a perfect score. All in

all, because the author has ensured that the book is devoid of specialized jargon (unless included



for effect) anyone looking for laughs can enjoy this book tremendously, while, as a bonus, learn

about how some hard-earned research money is being spent. AfA¢A a -A As

Not very interesting but | can see he is imaginative and it may appeal to some. Nothing continuous,

no story, just a mishmash of some interesting and some blah snippets.

This book is written with a very dry wit perfectly suited to its material - a 'Ripley’s Believe It or Not’ of

scientific research topics.

A qift for someone else
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